A  WORTHLESS  DEED                 233
May that spirit of benevolence arise out of his ashes, that princely munificence, that unbounded charity, that constancy to all that was good, that abhorrence of all that was bad, which so distinguished him! May these good qualities be diffused; and may women, like me, have self-denial enough to conceal for years, as I did, the partiality, the friendship of such a sovereign, (if ever such exist,) who first when I was an infant, then as a young mother surrounded by a numerous family, told me by words and looks, what his friendship, what his sentiments were ; and never after varied in them. Could I do less for such a man, than accept his hand, though he had given up his sovereignty, and had no power of making me a suitable dowry at his death ? I was left alone to cheer that setting sun, whose retreat from the world was clouded by all the horrors that the savage manners of war produce, and all the calamities caused by the French Revolution.
The late King of Prussia,1 as a mark of his regard and esteem for me as wife of the Margrave, executed a bond for the sum of 2oaoL per annum ; to be paid to me after the decease of the Margrave. This bond was ratified by the present King, in his own hand-writing ; but I regret to say, that not one shilling of it has been ever paid to me, although various applications have been made. When the sovereigns of the North were in England, in 1816, I was advised by counsel to proceed against the king of Prussia, to recover my rights ; it would have been a curious circumstance to have brought a sovereign into an English Court of Justice, to obtain the effect of an instrument signed by his own hand. A negotiation
1 Frederick William II (1786-1797).   See ante, p. 53, etc.tation of learning,m on the death of his cousin the Duke of Shrewsbury (1660-1717).ich a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
